FBCE Softball Rules
General

1) Drinking, smoking, and foul language is prohibited. 

2) Ridicule is unacceptable. We are here to have a good time and support each other.

3) The Umpire’s call is final. Calls will not be debated or argued with the Umpire.

4) Each team shall appoint a Team Captain. In order to be a Team Captain, you need to be a believer.
5) Each team is expected to pray before each game. After each game, the teams should pray together.

6) Every player must wear their team shirt and it must be visible.
7) Please keep jewelry to a minimum. No dangly ear rings. It will hurt if the ball hits a ring, watch, etc.

8) No metal spikes or detachable rubber spikes are allowed.

9) Games are limited to 60-minutes or 6-innings; whichever comes first. 

10) When substituting players, the Team Captain needs to notify the other team.

11) Wooden bats are not permitted. All bats must meet ASA Standard.

12) Any wounds (blood) must be properly bandaged. You can not play if you are bleeding.

13) Be on time. If you are going to be late or absent, you need to notify your Team Captain.

14) In the event of Inclement Weather, call your Team Captain after 4:00 PM on Friday. If you can not reach them, call 410-956-3142.

Game

1) Ten (10) players are allowed on the field at any given time. The only requirement is that a minimum of four (4) players be female.

2) Designated (extra) hitters are allowed. 1-male and 1-female (no more, no less).
3) If you have a male pitcher, than you must have a female catcher…and vice versa.

4) Each team is allowed one (1) home run per game. (The exception is if both teams hit (1) then it starts over, until then all other home runs will be doubles)
5) A maximum of five (5) runs are allowed per inning. (Except the last inning)

6) No inning will start after the 60 minute mark.
7) There is a 6-12 foot arc required when pitching.

8) We will be using a strike mat. If the ball hits the mat, it’s a strike. 

9) You start with a 1 (ball) + 1 (strike) count. There is a courtesy 3rd strike foul ball.

10) A double bag will be used at first base. When running to first base, you need to touch the orange part of the bag, unless you are progressing to 2nd base. If there is a play at first and you do not hit the orange part of the bag, you may be called out.

11) The only base that you can overrun is first base. In doing so, remember to turn to your right when you go back to the base. If you turn to your left, the other team may think that you are going to progress to 2nd base and you may be thrown out.

12) There is no leading off of the base or stealing.

13) If there are less than 2-outs, and a male walks, he only takes 1-base and the female must hit. However, if there are 2-outs and a male walks, the male gets 2nd base and the female has her choice of hitting or automatically going to 1st base. The female only gets 1-base when walked.
14) When batting, 2-females can not follow each other in the line-up. Please try to rotate male-female, when possible.

15) If a fly ball is caught, you must tag your original base before progressing.

16) If a ball is thrown out of bounds, each person progresses one base. For example, you are on 1st…you would go to 2nd. If you were running to 2nd…you would go to 3rd. 

17) While people can change their positions in a game, you can not change your location in the line up. 

Most importantly…HAVE FUN!!!!!
AUTHORIZATION AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY

I, ___________________________________, desire to participate in the First Baptist Church of Edgewater Softball program (the “Program”).  

I understand that this Program is a nonprofit Christian sports ministry program and that my participation is voluntary and not essential to the completion of requirements of any program, school, or government agency.  I understand that the Program is conducted by the Church and its volunteers and staff, adults and parents of other participants.  I also understand and agree that my participation in athletic and other activities of the program necessarily involvers the risk of injury and even death from various causes, including but not limited to accidents, falls, strenuous and prolonged physical activity, dehydration, illness, collision or dispute with other participants, weather related injuries, playing area and equipment defects, and negligence of coaches and umpires.  On behalf of myself and my family, I assume these risks.  

In consideration of the privilege of my participation in the Program, I hereby release, discharge, hold harmless and indemnify, and covenant not to sue, the Church and all of the  Church’s directors, officers, elders, trustees, deacons, employees, volunteers, insurers, agents and representatives, and all other persons associated with the Program (including without limitation any other participating churches, sponsors, parents, vendors, coaches and other game and event workers, officials, drivers, and organizations) as to any and all claims of myself and other family members for personal injuries suffered by myself, property damage, medical expenses, and economic loss arising directly or indirectly out of my participation in the Program, and any first aid, medical care or treatment provided to me in the event I am injured or become ill while participating in the Program activities, and excepting claims that may not be released under applicable law.  This release of liability shall be as broadly construed as allowed by law to include all claims and rights that I and that other family members may have.  I am legally responsible for myself.  If any provision of this Release of Liability is deemed invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect.  This Release of Liability shall be binding on me, my family, heirs, next of kin, legal representatives, beneficiaries, successors and assigns.  I give permission for free use of my name and picture in broadcast, telecast or written accounts for any participation in a Program event.

MEDICAL CONDITIONS

I understand that participation in the Program may involve strenuous and prolonged physical activity.  I agree that I am healthy and able to participate in the Program activities.  I understand that the Church or its representatives may request health information concerning me and/or ask me to undergo a medical exam.  If the Church determines that I do have a physical or mental condition that may affect my ability to safely and appropriately participate in Program activities, the Church may determine that I cannot be permitted to participate.  I understand and agree that, while the Church desires that all everyone who wants to, be able to participate, such decisions may have to be made out of concern for the best interest of myself and other participants.  

CONSENT TO MEDICAL TREATMENT

In the event I am injured or become ill in Program activities, and I am not able to make decisions regarding my care, I hereby authorize the Church, it staff, volunteers including volunteer parent participants, coaches, and umpire, supervisors and drivers, to arrange for and consent on my behalf to emergency medical and dental care and treatment, including test and radiological exams, and surgery, and hospital care and treatment, and to consent to medications for pain and other conditions as prescribed by medical personal.  I am responsible for payment of any medical charges or expenses not covered by my insurance (if any).

My signature below indicates that all information provided in this form is true and accurate, and that I fully agree to all statements made on the form, including but not limited to the Authorization and Release of Liability, Medical Conditions, and consent to Medical Treatment.  Each responsible parent/guardian should sign.  

Signature:________________________________________________

Printed Name:___________________________Date:_____________

